CHORAL SCHOLARSHIPS
Welcome to St George’s. Set in the centre of Beckenham, in Zone 4 of Greater London, St
George’s is a busy community church with a rich history and a strong musical and liturgical
tradition.
A church whose worship, music and liturgy seek to be the very best that we can offer, we maintain
a healthy, evolving 21st century liturgy which welcomes all who seek to find a home here. We are
a church in which all may feel that they belong, and in which what they have to offer in terms of
worship and service is highly valued by a large and discerning congregation.

THE CHOIR
The choir of St George’s is well-known locally, nationally and internationally. It has recently been
described by one cathedral dean as “The finest Parish Church Choir in the Country”. In addition to
singing for the two fully choral services on Sundays and for major weekday festivals, it has a long
history specialising in singing the services in the country’s major cathedrals when their choirs are
on holiday, in broadcasting and in international touring. Tours in the last decade have included
Estonia, Latvia, Belgium and the USA. The repertoire is vast, and is based on that of a cathedral
choir.
The choir is comprised of auditioned volunteer adults, who in many cases are professional
musicians, teachers and ex professional singers. Many work in London and the surrounding areas,
and several travel some distance on a regular basis to be a member of the choir.
Most recently, the choir has sung with the Hammig String Quartet, at St John’s Smith Square and
in concert with the St George’s Chamber Orchestra (a professional orchestra based at St
George’s). We regularly perform in the annual Arts Festival at St George’s, and in the cathedrals
of Salisbury, Rochester and Portsmouth. We have sung services in Westminster Abbey and
Westminster Cathedral, as well as touring Estonia
where we have a special choral link and Rome.
THE CHORAL SCHOLARSHIPS
In recent years, the Choral Foundation has
developed paid choral scholarships for men and
women in their late teens and early twenties. This
has provided a wonderful opportunity, and the
choir is immensely grateful for the support of the
Friends of Cathedral Music, who have awarded a
grant of £25,000 to help fund the choral
scholarships and augment the FCM’s initial grant
of £10,000 which they generously made a few years ago.
We seek to appoint up to four choral scholars for the academic year beginning September each
year Applications are welcome from singers with some experience who are looking to develop
their choral and solo singing within a supportive environment with lots of opportunity. The potential
for networking in London, and other work arising as a result, is high. The posts would particularly
suit full-time students in the London area, but anyone is welcome to apply. The usual age range
is 18 – 22, but we are able to make exceptions to this for outstanding candidates.

THE ROLE
Choral Scholars attend all rehearsals and services, and become fully embroiled in the life and
activities of the choir. The regular routine is outlined below, and there are some additional services
at major festivals such as Christmas and Easter. Occasional permission for absence (for example
to attend an exam or an extraordinary performance opportunity) will not be unreasonably withheld,
but post-holders are expected to commit fully to the choir.

REGULAR CHOIR ROUTINE
Fridays during choir term time (except the Friday before the 1st Sunday of the month)
Full rehearsal
7:45pm – 9:15pm
First Sunday of the month during choir term time
Full rehearsal
4:15pm – 5:15pm
Choral Evensong
5:30pm – 6:15pm
Other Sundays of the month during choir term time
Full rehearsal
8:45am – 9:15am
Sung Eucharist
9:30am – 10:45am
Full rehearsal
4:45pm – 5:15pm
Choral Evensong
5:30pm – 6:15pm

REMUNERATION AND OTHER BENEFITS
• £1,500 in monthly instalments
• Opportunities to earn additional income at weddings, funerals and other events
• Additional performance opportunities in the twice-weekly lunchtime concert series
• Significant networking potential with connections in London and other freelance work

HOW TO APPLY
Please send a letter of application, together with a CV and details of two referees to
office@stgeorgesbeckenham.co.uk, marked for the attention of Director of Music.

