
Sunday 10 January 2021 - The Baptism of Christ 
 
Collect  
Eternal Father, 
who at the baptism of Jesus 
revealed him to be your Son, 
anointing him with the Holy Spirit: 
grant to us, who are born again by water and the Spirit, 
that we may be faithful to our calling as your adopted children; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen 
 
Genesis 1. 1-5 
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void 
and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of 
the waters. Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was light. And God saw that the 
light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and 
the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
 
Acts 19. 1-7 
While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the inland regions and came to Ephesus, 
where he found some disciples. He said to them, ‘Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you 
became believers?’ They replied, ‘No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.’ 
Then he said, ‘Into what then were you baptized?’ They answered, ‘Into John’s baptism.’ Paul 
said, ‘John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one 
who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.’ On hearing this, they were baptized in the 
name of the Lord Jesus. When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon 
them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied – altogether there were about twelve of 
them.  
 
Gospel – Mark 1. 4- 11 
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 
their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and 
he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more powerful than I is 
coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have 
baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’ 
 
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 
And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit 
descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the 
Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’  
 

 



 
 

Reflection on the Baptism of Christ from Fr Edward  
 
A lot can change in a day. 
 
On Friday I thought I would be preaching in Church. By Saturday we had suspended public 
worship, and I find myself writing a reflection for the website. 
 
Life can change in a moment, life can begin a new path, and gain new meaning, in only a turn 
of the wheel. 
 
This all began on that first day, when in a moment God spoke, and from nothingness began 
Creation.  
 
In a year which has already had quite a few dramatic changes here and abroad it is good to 
be reminded that from the beginning we are rooted in God.  
 
Rooted in a God who brings order to chaos, light in the darkness, and life over death. We 
see God in Trinity at work in the act of creation, the Spirit who hovered over the formless 
void as the Father spoke the Word by which creation happens. 
 
This is the same God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, whom we see at work in the Baptism of 
Christ. 
 
As Jesus, the Word made flesh, raised out of the waters of baptism, he heard the words of 
Sonship from his Father, and saw the Spirit in the form of a dove, hovering once more over 
the water. 
 
For the God who called Creation out of the waters of chaos is the same God who through 
the waters of baptism and by the power of the Cross stops us returning to chaos. 
 
By being baptised Jesus blesses the waters of baptism by which we can begin our journey of 
turning back towards God. We are lifted out of the chaos which at times feels like it will 
overwhelm our lives. 
 
No chaos is greater than God’s ability to create and to redeem. God is able to call us out of 
whatever troubles we may face. In Baptism God stops us returning to the chaos which sin 
lead us to, and lead us upon a new path, a new life, that leads us through the troubles we 
might face today, and into eternal life. 
 
All we need to do is hold onto the hand God offers us in love, and be guided upon the path 
God has prepared for us. 
 
As we begin this new lockdown it is important for us to hold onto each other in prayer, to 
support each other in moments of light and darkness. 
 
Pray for us, as we pray for you, and the day will come when we can gather once more, and 
share in our baptismal joy, and worship our creator and redeemer. 



Intercessions from Joan Conway  
 
We turn towards you, Father, and we ask you to hear us as we pray in faith. 
 
We pray for all Christian leaders, and especially the ministry team here at St George’s. 
Encourage them as they continue to make every effort to offer alternatives to communal 
worship. 
We give thanks for the endeavours of all faith leaders as they support those in need. 
Lord, hear us  
Lord graciously hear us. 
 
You, O God, are the one who brings order out of chaos  
and sheds your marvellous light on all our darkness. 
Uphold all leaders of the nations as they are called upon to make difficult decisions  
to try to maintain order in our suffering society.  
May we all love justice more than gain and mercy more than power. 
Inspire all in authority and give them courage as they implement strategies  
that lead to an increase in the common good.  
Lord, hear us  
Lord graciously hear us. 
 
Sustain those who maintain the infra structure of the nation.  
Give imagination and calmness to all involved in education  
and fill with hope and resilience those who are worried about the future.   
Lord, hear us  
Lord graciously hear us. 
 
Remembering our own baptism  
may we rely on the inspiration of the Holy Spirit to guide us  
as we seek to support others, to remain safe ourselves 
and to serve you in faith and love. 
Lord, hear us  
Lord graciously hear us. 
 
Give patience and fortitude to those working in the emergency services 
and to all engaged in caring for the sick. 
Comfort those who are in pain and those who are anxious,  
console the bereaved and bring peace and hope to us all.  
Lord, hear us  
Lord graciously hear us. 
 
We pray for all who have recently died  
and for those whose anniversary of death falls at this time. 
Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord, 
And let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
Merciful Father  
Accept these prayers  
for the sake of your Son  
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen 


