
Sunday 1 November 2020 

All Saints’ Day 

Introduction 

All Saints’ Day celebrates the lives of women and men throughout history in whose lives the grace 
of God has been powerfully at work.  It is an opportunity to give thanks for God’s grace and a 
time to be encouraged by the example of the Saints, both known and unknown.


First Reading:  Revelation 7.9-17 

‘Who are these, robed in white?’  In the seer’s vision the martyrs have a special place.  Those who 
are persecuted and share with Christ suffering and death are seen as his closest followers.


After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from all tribes and 
peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their 
hands. They cried out in a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the 
Lamb!” And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell 
on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, singing, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving 
and honour and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”

Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and where have they come from?” I 
said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who have come out of the great 
ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. For this reason they are before 
the throne of God, and worship him day and night within his temple, and the one who is seated on the throne will 
shelter them. They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; the sun will not strike them, nor any scorching heat; for 
the Lamb at the centre of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”



Gospel: Matthew 5.1-12 

The Beatitudes set forth how Jesus saw those who are to inherit the reign of God’s redemptive 
love.  Whilst it may seem as if Jesus is describing the reality of a distant future, he also sets out a 
value system that we can live out today as if God’s reign has already started.


When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. 

Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:
‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my ac-
count. 

Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were 
before you’.

Reflection 

The Feast of All Saints’ was, in its most original form, a festival that affirmed how the world order 
would one day be turned upside down.  Those who had suffered terrible torture and death at the 
hands of vicious oppressors, would come to occupy places of honour, of dignity and glory in the 
next life.  And the same vision lies at the heart of that collection of sayings known as the Beati-
tudes. 


‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.’

‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.’

‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.’


The words of Jesus are unexpected, provocative, challenging, and revolutionary.  The Beatitudes 
express the wonder of a world turned upside down in which God’s ultimate favour rests on the 
very people that are pitied, scorned and despised by the world.  The unexpected twist in the 
Beatitudes is that all that seems so unfair, so unjust in this life will be put right in the next. Little 
wonder then that the early Church remembered these words of Jesus so clearly, for their experi-
ence of persecution was intense, which would have made the promise of heaven all the sweeter.  
The Beatitudes suggest the promise of a world to come where wrongs are righted and our experi-
ences in this life are but a taste of eternity, where heaven is a reality that will set right in unimagin-
able ways, the injustices and sufferings of the physical world.  And if that is so, then perhaps we 
should look upon our experience of life in a whole new way, and begin to live with the freedom of 
spirit that the Beatitudes suggest.  


Prayer 

Almighty God, you have knit together your elect
in one communion and fellowship
in the mystical body of your Son Christ our Lord:
grant us grace so to follow your blessed saints
in all virtuous and godly living that we may come to those inexpressible joys
that you have prepared for those who truly love you;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.  Amen.


