
Sunday 11 October 2020 

Eighteenth Sunday After Trinity 

‘Everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet’ 

Introduction 

A story that challenges those who hear it.  Are you genuine?  Are you trustworthy?  The 
judgement of the king is reminiscent of the final judgement when the people hear words of 
commendation or judgement.  What matters is living an authentic life, which takes seriously God’s 
grace given freely in Jesus Christ.


First Reading:  Isaiah 25.1-9 

The prophet Isaiah rejoices in God’s future deliverance of Israel from oppression and the 
rebuilding of Jerusalem as the holy city of God.  The prophecy occurred after the return from exile 
in Babylon in 539 BC


O Lord, you are my God;
   I will exalt you, I will praise your name;
for you have done wonderful things,
   plans formed of old, faithful and sure. 
For you have made the city a heap,
   the fortified city a ruin;
the palace of aliens is a city no more,
   it will never be rebuilt. 
Therefore strong peoples will glorify you;
   cities of ruthless nations will fear you. 
For you have been a refuge to the poor,
   a refuge to the needy in their distress,
   a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat.
When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm, 



   the noise of aliens like heat in a dry place,
you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds;
   the song of the ruthless was stilled. 

On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples
   a feast of rich food, a feast of well-matured wines,
   of rich food filled with marrow, of well-matured wines strained clear. 
And he will destroy on this mountain
   the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
   the sheet that is spread over all nations; 
he will swallow up death for ever.
Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces,
   and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,
   for the Lord has spoken. 
It will be said on that day,
   Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.
   This is the Lord for whom we have waited;
   let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.

Gospel: Matthew 22.1-14 

The parable tells of a royal banquet to which outsiders were welcomed after all the invited guests 
had offered excuses.  Those who refuse to accept Jesus as the Messiah are condemned.  The 
messianic banquet was a traditional element of the Jewish expectation of the coming Messiah.


Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: ‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a 
wedding banquet for his son. He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they 
would not come. Again he sent other slaves, saying, “Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my 
dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.” 
But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his slaves, 
maltreated them, and killed them. The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned 
their city. Then he said to his slaves, “The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore into the 
main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.” Those slaves went out into the streets and 
gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests.
‘But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a wedding robe, and he 
said to him, “Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?” And he was speechless. Then the king said to 
the attendants, “Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.” For many are called, but few are chosen.’

Reflection 

The prophet Isaiah dreams of an invitation to great banquet to be held at the end of time in which 
the ‘Lord of hosts’ spreads the banquet and serves the food of kings.  It will be held on the holy 
mountain of the Lord, and the guests will be from all the Gentile nations.  It will be a time when 
death will be at an end, and tears will be wiped away.  It will be a glorious day of salvation.


Jesus, in his teaching, gives a different emphasis to this anticipated celebration.  In St Luke’s 
version of the Parable of the Great Banquet, people will come from East and West, from North 
and South, eating at the same table with Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and the prophets.  Where, ‘the 
last will be first and the first will be last’. (Lk 13.22-30; 14.15-24).  In St Matthew’s account the 
tone is much more striking.  There is an urgency, a frustration and a bitter anger.  The banquet is 
ready, but the messengers are mistreated and so vengeance is enacted.  There is also a 
mysterious guest who arrives without a wedding garment.  He brings an element of fear so that 
there is no assurance of a happy ending to the parable, even for those guests who were polite, 
arrived on time and were properly dressed.   There is also a level of grief for the king’s son.  It was 



the son who was to be married but the people don’t seem to care enough about him to want to 
share in his rejoicing.  The rejection of the son is both personal and corporate.  They reject the 
son, but they also reject their share in the future of the nation — the future of the kingdom —  he 
represents.  The king in the parable is speaking no longer, now it is Jesus addressing the guests 
with whom he is eating.  For Jesus, the messianic banquet has begun and he is the host of all 
hosts.  The religious leaders listening to him are welcome at the table, but if they refuse to attend, 
the banquet will proceed without them, and with the outcasts of Israel and the Gentile nations 
instead.


Isaiah described a time in which ‘foreigners who join themselves to the Lord’ will be welcome on 
‘my holy mountain’.  ‘On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich 
food’.  The parable of the Great Banquet builds upon Isaiah’s vision.  By rejecting Jesus the 
religious leaders were unable to stop his banquet.  Jesus left them behind and proceeded without 
them, and the outcasts of Israel were welcomed.  As followers of Christ, we are given a foretaste 
of his banquet, here and now.  At the Eucharist, believers are invited, in the present time, to 
participate in the messianic banquet at the end of time and we come through those divine 
elements into direct and sacramental contact with the person of Christ.


Prayer 

Almighty and everlasting God,

increase in us your gift of faith

that, forsaking what lies behind

and reaching out to that which is before,

we may run the way of your commandments

and win the crown of everlasting joy;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.  

Amen 


