
Sunday 4 October 2020 

Harvest Festival 

‘All the world is God’s own field’ 

Introduction 

At Harvest Festival we rejoice in God’s creative power and give thanks for God’s gifts to us.  We 
also reflect on the times when we have not used them for the good of all people. As part of our 
celebrations this year we will distribute gifts received to Living Well Bromley who serve those in 
need in our community.


First Reading:  Deuteronomy 28.1-14 

The passage, which needs to be interpreted in the context of the whole of ch 28, sets before the 
Israelites the blessings that will follow obedience to God’s laws.


If you will only obey the Lord your God, by diligently observing all his commandments that I am 
commanding you today, the Lord your God will set you high above all the nations of the earth; all these 
blessings shall come upon you and overtake you, if you obey the Lord your God:
Blessed shall you be in the city, and blessed shall you be in the field.
Blessed shall be the fruit of your womb, the fruit of your ground, and the fruit of your livestock, both the 
increase of your cattle and the issue of your flock.
Blessed shall be your basket and your kneading-bowl.
Blessed shall you be when you come in, and blessed shall you be when you go out.
The Lord will cause your enemies who rise against you to be defeated before you; they shall come out 
against you one way, and flee before you seven ways. The Lord will command the blessing upon you in your 
barns, and in all that you undertake; he will bless you in the land that the Lord your God is giving you. The 
Lord will establish you as his holy people, as he has sworn to you, if you keep the commandments of the 
Lord your God and walk in his ways. All the peoples of the earth shall see that you are called by the name of 
the Lord, and they shall be afraid of you. The Lord will make you abound in prosperity, in the fruit of your 
womb, in the fruit of your livestock, and in the fruit of your ground in the land that the Lord swore to your 
ancestors to give you. The Lord will open for you his rich storehouse, the heavens, to give the rain of your 



land in its season and to bless all your undertakings. You will lend to many nations, but you will not borrow. 
The Lord will make you the head, and not the tail; you shall be only at the top, and not at the bottom—if 
you obey the commandments of the Lord your God, which I am commanding you today, by diligently 
observing them, and if you do not turn aside from any of the words that I am commanding you today, either 
to the right or to the left, following other gods to serve them.

Gospel: Luke 12.16-30 

It is foolish to trust in riches.  Whatever one’s economic circumstances, all are transient.  
Dependence upon God and trust in his bounteous love is to be the single motivation of the 
Christian.


Jesus told the people a parable: ‘The land of a rich man produced abundantly. And he thought to himself, “What 
should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?” Then he said, “I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build 
larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods 
laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.” But God said to him, “You fool! This very night your life is being 
demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?” So it is with those who store up treasures 
for themselves but are not rich towards God.’
He said to his disciples, ‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat, or about your body, what 
you will wear. For life is more than food, and the body more than clothing. Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor 
reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are you than the 
birds! And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? If then you are not able to do so small a 
thing as that, why do you worry about the rest? Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; yet I tell 
you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which 
is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will he clothe you—you of little faith! And do 
not keep striving for what you are to eat and what you are to drink, and do not keep worrying. For it is the nations of 
the world that strive after all these things, and your Father knows that you need them.

Reflection 

Through the years, the Festival we call Harvest has become a complex affair.  A simple thanks to 
God in gratitude that the labour is done and the harvest is safely gathered in, has given way to a 
deep awareness that we live in a changing world.  The plough has given way to the laptop and the 
smartphone.  For the most part we don’t see how our food is produced or where it has come from 
and we now inhabit a global village, in which many of God’s children are hungry and thirsty each 
and every day of their lives.  This is reflected in the donating of our harvest gifts to organisations 
such as Living Well Bromley who work alongside those in our own community who are hungry and 
in need. 


There is a further theme of Harvest in which we reflect on our supposed wise (or not so wise) 
stewardship of the earth’s fragile resources.  So far, we have become experts in steering the 
planet towards what looks like an environmental catastrophe; a catastrophe which, like so many 
others, affects the poorest and most vulnerable first.  As Christians we have to re-assert our place 
within creation.  We have to learn again, ‘that the earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it’.  We have 
to give thanks for the beauty of the earth and treat God’s creation with reverence, and modify our 
behaviour in ways that help us to live within creation in ways that are fitting, rather than dominant.  
Yet as Christians we are called to live with hope.  Jesus says to us, ‘Do not worry about your life, 
what you will eat or what you will drink’.  This is not an invitation to sit back and take God’s gifts 
for granted - Jesus tells us not to be consumed by worry, so that we are free to use our energy for 
things that matter; we are free to strive for God’s Kingdom.  This attitude puts an end to selfish 
preoccupation and allows us to be one with God, with one another and one with God’s creation.


Finally, those of us who live within the vineyard are called to see the faces and hear the voices  of 
our sisters and brothers forced to live outside outside the vineyard walls, and the voice of Christ 
who stands alongside them.  St Thomas Aquinas wrote that when we have more food than we 



need, it no longer belongs to us but to the hungry.  This is not a matter of charity but one of 
justice.   

Prayer 

Eternal God, 
you crown the year with your goodness 
and you give us the fruits of the earth in their season: 
grant that we may use them to your glory, 
for the relief of those in need and for our own well-being; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.    Amen



