
Sunday 13 September 2020 

Fourteenth Sunday After Trinity 

Introduction 

The risen Christ is the ultimate, forgiving victim.  The community of his disciples and followers 
was commissioned in a most powerful way: he breathed on them and invited them to be a 
community of forgiveness.  ‘If you forgive the sins of any they are forgiven’.


First Reading:  Genesis 50.15-21 

A happy ending but the story is far from over. The driving source of the story has been the jealous 
rivalry between Joseph and his brothers.  Now, with the death of Jacob, the brothers are afraid of 
Joseph’s welcome.


Realising that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, ‘What if Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays 
us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?’ So they approached Joseph, saying, ‘Your father gave this 
instruction before he died, “Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in 
harming you.” Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.’ 

Joseph wept when they spoke to him.  Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, ‘We are here as 
your slaves.’ But Joseph said to them, ‘Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? Even though you intended to do 
harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. So have no fear; 
I myself will provide for you and your little ones.’ In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.

Gospel: Matthew 18.21-35 

There is no way to measure the extent of God’s generosity in forgiving.  ‘Seventy-seven times’ 
doesn’t say it and neither does ‘ten thousand talents’.  Human forgiveness is rooted in divine 
forgiveness and to be forgiven means giving up the power-play of innocent versus guilty and 
joining a fellowship of forgiven sinners.


Peter came and said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often should I forgive? 
As many as seven times?’ Jesus said to him, ‘Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.

‘Not seven times, but seventy-seven times’



‘For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 
When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; and, as he could not 
pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be 
made. 

So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, “Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.” And out of 
pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came 
upon one of his fellow-slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, “Pay what you 
owe.” Then his fellow-slave fell down and pleaded with him, “Have patience with me, and I will pay you.” But he 
refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he should pay the debt. When his fellow-slaves saw what had 
happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his 
lord summoned him and said to him, “You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 
Should you not have had mercy on your fellow-slave, as I had mercy on you?” 
And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he should pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will 
also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.’.

Reflection 

Bishop Rowan Williams, in his book Being Disciples, reflects on Forgiveness: 


Forgiveness is one of the most radical ways in which we are able to nourish one another’s 
humanity […] A willingness to forgive is the mark of a humanity touched by God’. 

‘The person who asks forgiveness is a person who has renounced the privilege of being right or 
safe; he has acknowledged that he is hungry for healing, for the bread of acceptance and 
restoration to relationship.  But equally the person who forgives has renounced the safety of being 
locked into the position of the offended victim; he has decided to take the risk of creating afresh a 
relationship known to be dangerous, known to be capable of causing hurt.  Both the giver and the 
receiver of forgiveness have moved out of the safety zone; they have begun to ask how to receive 
their humanity as a gift’. 

Prayer 

Almighty God,

whose only Son has opened for us

a new and living way into your presence:

give us pure hearts and steadfast wills

to worship you in spirit and in truth;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.   

Amen.


