
Sunday 6 September 2020 

Thirteenth Sunday After Trinity 

Introduction 

Love one another.  To everyone we should owe love.  St Paul instructs us that we are not 
permitted to excuse ourselves for the absence of love by saying that, since we live in a fallen-
world, we can only bear witness to the coming-world by ‘not-doing’.  Loving one another should 
be undertaken as a protest against the course of this world.


First Reading:  Romans 13.8-14 

St Paul gives instruction on relations between members of the Christian congregations, in which 
their obligation to love one another fulfils the law.


Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law.   
The commandments, ‘You shall not commit adultery;  You shall not murder;  You shall not steal;  You shall not covet’; 
and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ 
Love does no wrong to a neighbour; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer 
to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of 
darkness and put on the armour of light; let us live honourably as in the day, not in revelling and drunkenness, not in 
debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarrelling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 
provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. .

Gospel: Matthew 18.15-20 

The community rule.  The purpose of these instructions is to limit the damage to unity caused by 
internal disputes among members.  The final sentence has been borrowed from a Jewish proverb: 
‘If two sit together to discuss the Law, the Shekinah rests between them.’


Jesus spoke to his disciples.  ‘If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when the 
two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one.  But if you are not listened to, take 
one or two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If 
the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let 

‘Love your neighbour as yourself’



such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax-collector.  Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.  Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth 
about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my 
name, I am there among them.

Reflection 

In the reading from St Matthew’s Gospel today, Jesus teaches about the challenge and the 
wonder of living in community.  He recognises that being one of his disciples or followers will not 
relieve us of conflict or brokenness.  But he makes the forceful point that being a Christian does 
not mean avoiding conflict and allowing the discord to fester like an open sore that may infect the 
entire body.  So Jesus sets out a plan for his community that requires his followers to engage with 
the brother or sister who has failed.  His plan is one that is designed to preserve the dignity of the 
one who is perceived to have done wrong, and to restore their relationship within the community – 
not fling them out into the desert.


Jesus’ plan for dealing with conflict is an ambitious one as it puts a lot of trust in our ability to 
discern what constitutes a sin (in the first place) and then to deal with one another in ways that 
are both forthright and loving.  And as Christians our track record at this kind of thing hasn’t 
always been good.  For one thing we don’t always agree on what constitutes a sin; for another 
thing, we each have our own sin to contemplate and carry.  Yet in this our family we can find a 
place of connection amid conflict, where we give ourselves to knowing one another, where we 
discover what binds us, where we develop the scars that come from loving one another, and 
where eventually those scars are woven into a single fabric that nothing can tear apart.  We 
become a community, a family, where we attempt to live out the Christian way, where we see the 
power of God revealed in weakness, not in strength. And where God walks with us in our failures 
and our disappointments as we attempt to live life forwards whilst seeking to understand the 
failings of our past.


Prayer 

Almighty God, 
who called your Church to bear witness 

that you were in Christ reconciling the world to yourself: 
help us to proclaim the good news of your love, 

that all who hear it may be drawn to you; 
through him who was lifted up on the cross, 

and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  

Amen.



