
Sunday 30 August 2020 

Twelfth Sunday After Trinity 

‘Take up your cross and follow Him’ 

Introduction 

Jesus is walking the path ordained by God that leads directly to the Cross.  The disciples are not 
just witnesses of Jesus’ suffering but participants in it - they live through his suffering in their own 
bodies.  What does it look like to follow the Messiah?  A path littered with crosses, but also a 
promise of deliverance.


First Reading:  Jeremiah 15.15-21 

One of the confessions of Jeremiah, a passage in which there is an intense and personal dialogue 
between the prophet and God.  Jeremiah calls for God’s support by describing how his calling 
has affected his relationships and his inner life.


O Lord, you know;
   remember me and visit me,
   and bring down retribution for me on my persecutors.
In your forbearance do not take me away;
   know that on your account I suffer insult. 
Your words were found, and I ate them,
   and your words became to me a joy
   and the delight of my heart;
for I am called by your name,
   O Lord, God of hosts. 
I did not sit in the company of merrymakers,
   nor did I rejoice;
under the weight of your hand I sat alone,
   for you had filled me with indignation. 
Why is my pain unceasing,
   my wound incurable,
   refusing to be healed?
Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook,
   like waters that fail. 



Therefore, thus says the Lord:
If you turn back, I will take you back,
   and you shall stand before me.
If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless,
   you shall serve as my mouth.
It is they who will turn to you,
   not you who will turn to them. 
And I will make you to this people
   a fortified wall of bronze;
they will fight against you,
   but they shall not prevail over you,
for I am with you
   to save you and deliver you,
says the Lord. 
I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked,
   and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.

Gospel: Matthew 16.21-28 

The passage is a modification of St Mark’s Gospel (Mark 8.31) in which Jesus identifies Peter with 
Satan.  What follows is crucial teaching on the cross-marked character of Christian life.


From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the 
hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised.   And Peter took him 
aside and began to rebuke him, saying, ‘God forbid it, Lord!  This must never happen to you.’  But he turned and said 
to Peter, ‘Get behind me, Satan!  You are a stumbling-block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things 
but on human things.’  Then Jesus told his disciples, ‘If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves 
and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life 
for my sake will find it.  For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they 
give in return for their life?

‘For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay everyone for what 
has been done.  Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son of 
Man coming in his kingdom.’

Reflection 

Last week Jesus called Peter the rock on which he will build his church – this week he is a 
stumbling block, a cause of falling, who rebels against the cross.


Jesus compares two ways of living: the way to true life and the way to death.  One road leads to 
self-giving, light and life; the other road leads to selfishness, darkness and death.  In rebuking 
Peter, Jesus tells him (and all his followers) that when we deny the reality of suffering, when we 
deny that suffering can be redemptive, we are thinking only as the world thinks.  If we try to save 
ourselves (and all that we own) we are lost.  But if we are willing to lose our lives for his sake, it is 
then that we begin to live.  


Dietrich Bonhoeffer (German pastor and theologian) wrote, that it is to costly discipleship that 
Jesus calls the church.  Discipleship is inseparable from the cross that Jesus first carried and 
being a disciple means bearing the cross of servanthood in his name.  For Jesus, the cross was 
not a tragic ending to a story of unfulfilled potential, but the very essence of his mission and 
ministry.  Jesus declared with regal authority his acceptance of what was to come and set his face 
steadfastly towards Jerusalem and the way of the cross.




Prayer 

God of constant mercy, 

who sent your Son to save us: 

remind us of your goodness, 

increase your grace within us, 

that our thankfulness may grow, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.


